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Worship Times & 
Sunday School  

Schedule: 
Saturday 

5:30 - Saturday            
Worship in the Chapel 

Sunday 

8:15 - Worship Service 

9:45 - Worship Service 
(Contemporary) 

9:45 - Sunday School - All 
Ages 

11:00 - Worship                
Service 

11:00 - Children’s Church 
(Family Life  Center) 

11:00 - Sunday School - All 
Ages 

A Sermon Series by Rev.  Chris Williams 

Training camp is that time every summer when football teams come together to prepare 
for the upcoming season. It is a time when they get back to the basics, practice and work 
at coming together as a team. 
 

Beginning Aug 1, Christ United Methodist Church is going to Training Camp. For five 
weeks, we will get back to the basics of being an effective church. We will look at the 
five practices that have been identified essential to fruitful congregations. 
 

 Aug 1  “More Than A Handshake” 
 Aug 8  “Don’t Just Sit There”  
 Aug 15  “Class Is Now In Session” 
 Aug 22  “Making A Difference” 
 Aug 29  “The Joy of Giving”  
 

This August, let us come together as a church and prepare for the season ahead of us. 
Let’s focus on those basics of fruitful congregations and put them into practice as we 
strive to fulfill our mission of Bring … Connect … Serve. 

“Training Camp” 
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A Sermon Series by Rev. Chris Williams 
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A Note from Our Pastor  
 I want to begin by saying 
“THANK YOU”! My  
family and I have received 
an incredibly warm          
welcome from the congre-
gation. There have been so 
many tokens and notes of 
welcome and warm 
wishes, and we appreciate 
them all. You all have 
helped to make this a 
smooth and easy transition 
and we are absolutely          
delighted to be here. 
 I know that there is          

always a great deal of          
curiosity when a new        
pastor starts, not only from 
the congregation to the 
pastor, but from the pastor 
to the congregation. I have 
to say that I believe we are 
off to a good start. We 
have now survived our first 
weekend of worship             
together and no one went 
running from the sanctuary 
in the middle of the           
sermon! In all seriousness, 
it was a joy to begin          

worshipping with you all 
and I am looking forward 
to many, many worship 
services to come. 
 Again, on behalf of my 
family and I, thank you for 
welcoming us into the 
Christ UMC family. I am 
looking forward to all of 
the ministry that we will do 
together. 
 

Chris 

Children’s Clothing Give-A-Way 
 August 7, 2010, will be 
our third annual Children’s 
Clothing Give-A-Way from 
9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 
 Our former pastor, Jim            
Simpson, initiated this         
Outreach Program to serve 
the community around our 
church.  
 Jim was all about giving 
of oneself to help others in 
need of material and            
spiritual necessities of life. 
He foresaw the gleam in a 
child’s eye as that child  
received maybe just one 
more clothing outfit that the 
parents may not be able to 
afford at a retail store.  

with clothing of their own 
selections under adult          
supervision.  
 The prior two years of 
this project have seen          
people lining up outside 
The Place at least one hour 
before the opening of the 
doors. This action tells us at 
Christ UMC of the great 
need of our neighbors. 
 Thank you, Jim Simpson, 
for showing us another way 
of sharing by helping others 
around us. 
 

Story by Buttons Jimerson 

 All children need new 
clothes as they quickly 
grow out of and into a  
larger size of clothing. 
With school starting,          
children are in great need 
of new/more clothes to 
wear at their school. By 
our giving a child just few 
more pieces of underwear, 
shirts and/or pants, it will 
make it easier on the            
parent(s) and the school-
aged child. Also, their  
siblings will benefit from 
their own bag full of 
clothes.  
 Each child will be given 
a plastic grocery bag to fill 
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 Christ challenged us to 
serve those in need. He 
commanded us to go and 
make Disciples. Small 
groups are a great avenue to 
be a part of a supportive 
Christian group of friends 
who want to be more like 
Christ and want to make a 
difference in the world 
through serving and deep-
ening their love for God 
and others. Take a peek at 
what a few of our Small 
Groups are doing: 
 I don’t know about you, 
but “Live, Love and 
Laugh”  sounds like an  
appealing Small Group to 
me. “Live, Love and 
Laugh” are a group of 
women who come together 
once a month. They serve in 
the community in various 
mission projects, they “do 
life together” and have        
become a wonderful group 
of Christian friends. Doris 
McCartney and Barb  
Chrisman lead this group of 
ladies. 
 “Sweet Sixteen” is not a 
milestone birthday for  
teenage girls … it is a Small 
Group of 16 adults, both 
men and women. “Sweet 

Sixteen” is out  doing 
“sweet” work in our       
community to make a      
difference in the lives of 
people who need better 
housing. They volunteer at 
the Habitat for Humanity 
“ReStore” outlet that helps 
support the work of           
Habitat in building better 
homes for and with people 
who live in sub-standard 
housing. This group of 
people have a joyful time 
serving others. They are 
led by Sandy and Gary 
Porter and Harold and Joe 
Ann Jett.  
 Forum Covenant 
Group began with 14 
members about 9 years 
ago. They meet together 
for study, discussion and 
fellowship twice a month. 
They sponsor our Promise 
Tree that contributes funds 
towards many different 
projects in our church. 
They are always helping 
others outside of their 
group! This is one of our 
longest running small 
groups at Christ Church. 
 “Friends in Christ”  is a 
neighborhood group that 
has gotten involved in 

feeding the hungry, both 
on the streets and at the 
Salvation Army Cross-
roads Homeless Shelter. 
Kathy and Randy Vest 
lead this group. 
 Kirk and I are part of a 
NEW Couples Group that 
meets for study every two 
weeks. We have couples 
from the 20’s to the 70’s 
and we have a blast           
sharing and studying. Barb 
and Rick Massie host this 
group. 
 Is something missing in 
your life? Are you ready 
to take a step in serving 
others in the name of 
Christ? Do you want to 
develop new friendships 
with other Christians who 
desire the same thing? If 
you would like to be part 
of a new small group, call 
or e-mail Lynn Arnold at 
461-1101 or                           
larnold@icumc.org. We 
can design small groups 
that address your specific 
interests and needs. 
 Live Blessed and Be A 
Blessing to Someone Else! 
 

Lynn Arnold 

Small Groups … A Path Toward God 
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 What could be more  
exciting than 18 youth and 
5 adults traveling for 4.5 
hours to spend 7 days          
together in order to work 
many long hours on work 
projects in a Cherokee  
nation? Nothing that I can 
think of! Yes, the Junior 
High Youth went to            
Tahlequah, Oklahoma for a 
mission trip from July 18th 
through the 24th.  
 One youth in particular 
was really excited for this          
mission trip for a reason 
unlike any other. As ready 
as Cheyenne Ames was to 
help people in Tahlequah, 

she was ready to see a         
culture that made up part 
of her heritage. Being          
partially Cherokee, this 
was a chance for Cheyenne 
to see where she came 
from and experience some-
thing that she had been 
passionate about for many 
years. When asked what 
she expected to experience 
on this trip, Cheyenne said 
“we will be in a beautiful 
part of the country,” and 
although all she had seen 
were pictures, she knew it 
would be awesome. 
 All students got to              
experience the Cherokee 

culture. During the evening 
activities, the youth got to 
attend a hog fry put on by 
the Cherokee nation and 
also visit their heritage 
center. All mission trips 
are a great opportunity for 
students to really get out 
there and expand their 
comfort zone, whether it’s 
work projects, friendships, 
or spiritual growth. 
 This youth had a         
wonderful time making 
friends, helping people and 
learning about the culture 
of the Cherokee nation!  
 

Story by Britney Short 

Computer Lab 
 Most members of the 
congregation arrive to 
church early to socialize 
with their friends or get a 
quick word in with the 
Pastor before they have to 
head off to Sunday School 
or service. But William G. 
Munshaw has more impor-
tant things to do than talk 
to his friends. William, aka 
Billy/Bill, heads off to 
what has become the            
location of his hard work 
and his own special way to 
serve the church with the 
gifts God gave him. The 
computer lab. 
 The computer lab was 
born in 2006. It was             
intended for the children 
of the church to use. But 
the lab constantly experi-
enced technical issues and 
no one had really taken on 
the responsibility of fixing 
and maintaining computers 
in the lab. Brandon Travis 

says all the computers had 
big issues.  
 “I used the lab when I 
helped with Worship Arts 
Camp and all the                 
computers were in             
disarray,” Brandon said. 
“The computers had all 
kinds of personal files on 
them and that caused them 
to be slow.” 
 Luckily, Bill was asked 
to help with a problem and 
after that he never stopped. 
 “Kathy Vest had some 
trouble and she asked me 
to help out,” Bill said. 
“Once I started working on 
it, I just couldn’t stop, so I 
kind of just took it over.” 
 Soon enough, Billy           
attained assistance from 
Brandon and they became 
the computer lab duo. Bill 
first renamed the lab the 
William G. Munshaw 
Computer Lab and later 
decided to change it to the 

B Munch Technology  
Center because of the nick-
name he had acquired from 
the Youth Group. 
 Thanks to Bill and Bran-
don, all 12 computers work 
well and have internet con-
nection. The duo have also 
set up WIFI in the lab, 3 
dual monitors, a projector 
and sound controller. The 
B Munch Center is used 
for Sunday School lessons 
and as a place for anyone 
who wants to come and 
hang out. 
 Bill is proud of the work 
he and Brandon have been 
able to do, which had 
transformed the computer 
lab.  
 “We changed the lab into 
a thriving and expanding 
center of digital worship,” 
Bill said. 
 

Story by Nathan Harkins 
  

Brandon Travis &                      
William Munshaw 

Cheyenne Ames 



 It is my pleasure to          
announce that Dino          
Kartsonakis will be          
presenting a free perform-
ance for us on Saturday, 
August 28th at 7:30 p.m. 
We are in for a real treat … 
and what a way to          
celebrate the completion of 
our remodeled sanctuary. 
If this is your first             
introduction to Dino, you 
will be interested to read 
his biography.  
 “Dino is a grand pianist 
and stellar entertainer.  
International television 
host. Visionary business-
man. Caring husband to 
wife Cheryl. Active father 
to his daughters Christina 
and Cherie.” Examine any 
of these phrases individu-
ally and they speak         
volumes of passion and 
promise. Put them together 
and they describe the life 
of a man driven to succeed 
- in work, in life, and in the 
commission of God. 
 Dino is one of the         
premiere performers of our 
time. He is indeed 
“America’s Piano           
Showman” - a title aptly 
given to him by over 80 
million people who are 
witnesses to his majestic 
piano styling each year. 
Dino is constantly using 
numerous creative vehicles 
to deliver his unique           
hybrid of piano music to 
the masses through           
television, live perform-
ances, videos, albums and 
electronically. “God gave 
me the talent and I             
endeavor to give it back to 
Him with each new idea.” 

It is his skill at combining 
artistry, entertainment and 
keen business skills in each 
of these outlets that make 
Dino such a success. 
  For the last 12 years, 
Dino has entertained  
Branson, Missouri             
audiences with his            
exceptional showmanship 
and talent making his            
Christmas production one 
of the most critically            
acclaimed shows in the 
entertainment city. His 
quest to present the          
audience with not only top-
quality music, but an 
elaborate eye show as well, 
led Dino to hire a             
Broadway set designer, 
Hollywood costume             
designer and professional 
dancers, complete with a 
dynamic light show and 
Australian crystal covered 
piano. But the show is not 
all talent and flash; at the 
end of each show Dino 
presents the audience with 
something very near to his 
heart - the Gospel. “Over 
100,000 people attend my 
shows each season and no 
one can say they haven’t 
heard the Gospel.” 
 Taking time out from 
their seasonal show in 
Branson, Dino and his co-
host and wife, Cheryl, 
make the trip to Nashville, 
Tennessee, to tape “The 
Dino Show” - a weekly 
music and interview            
formatted show on TBN 
(Trinity Broadcast               
Network), the top rated 
Christian television            
network. Recently, “The 
Dino Show” claimed the 

No. 2 Neilson rating for 
the entire network. It’s no 
surprise considering the 
time and effort that Dino 
and Cheryl put into each 
show. Dino’s own award 
winning music is featured 
as well as other national 
and international artists 
such as Glen Campbell, 
Mel Tillis, BB Winans, 
Bob Carlisle, along with 
newer artists such as 
Nicole Mullins, The             
Katinas and Jill Paquette. 
Each carefully  chosen to 
present the viewing              
audience with a glowing 
picture of today’s best 
Christian, Gospel and          
Inspirational music style 
music. TBN takes “The 
Dino Show” into 200 
countries where Dino’s 
message is well received. 
“Being a pianist allows me 
to play in any language.” 
 In 2000, Dino joined 
forces with QVC, the 4th 
largest network in the U.S. 
and the most profitable of 
the entire home shopping 
type shows, a venture 
which proved very           
lucrative to both parties. 
Dino brought many new 
people to QVC and sold 
thousands of pieces of 
merchandise. In return, 
QVC placed Dino and his 
music in over 70 million 
homes. As a result of his 
mass appeal, QVC           
requested his presence in 
an auction benfitting          
MusicCares, an organiza-
tion which helps musicians 
and singers experiencing 
difficult times.  
(continued on page 6) 

Dino Kartsonakis to be Performing at Christ UMC 
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Dino Kartsonakis 
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Dino Kartsonakis (continued from page 5) 
One of Dino’s personal 
pianos brought in $25,000 
for the organization. 
 Though it’s Dino’s         
wisdom and servanthood 
to God that has led him 
down each carefully         
chosen path, it was his 
strong family ties and 
spiritual commitment that 
shaped his life early on. 
From Greek heritage, his 
mother and grandmother, 
before Dino’s birth, were 
strong prayer warriors and 
dedicated his life to God. 
That prayer had a            
profound effect on his life 
that was discovered at a 
very early age. His grand-
mother owned an old         
upright piano that had 
been in their family for 
two generations, yet no 
one in his family knew 
how to play. So it was a 
gift from God when three-
year-old Dino sat down at 
that piano and began             
picking out - one finger at 
a time - ”At the Cross,” a 
song he had heard earlier 
in church. 
 After discovering her 
son’s prodigy-like talent 
on the piano, Mrs. Helen 

Mid-Year Financial Position  
 There are many things 
happening at CUMC this 
summer: mission trips, 
camps, worship, sanctuary 
renovations, air condi-
tioner replacement … the 
list goes on. We are thank-
ful for the many ways you 
support these ministries 
with your talents, gifts, 

prayers and financial            
giving. 
 As of 6/30/10, the church 
has received 47% of the 
Family Life Center annual 
budget (mortgage) and 
45% of the General Fund 
budget. Detailed informa-
tion is available at the  
Welcome Center for those 

who are interested.             
Questions can be directed 
to Ken Keller, Finance 
Chairperson, or Cindy 
Petrie, Business Manager. 
If you have pledged your 
financial support for 2010, 
you will receive a           
statement in the mail of 
your YTD giving. 

Kartsonakis enrolled Dino 
in piano lessons at age 
five. When Dino was seven 
years old, he accepted 
Christ - a decision he was 
‘simple, yet profound and 
changed everything.’ His 
talent began to flourish 
through his years             
performing at Glad Tidings 
Tabernacle, in New York 
City, his home church. 
Years later, he trained at 
Juilliard and in conservato-
ries in France and                 
Germany. His numerous 
recordings (over 40) have 
received many well-
deserved accolades               
including a Grammy 
Award for his involvement 
on The Apostle sound-
track, a Grammy              
nomination for “Chariots 
of Fire” and eight Gospel 
Music Association Dove 
Awards. 
 An interactive website 
has made it possible to take 
advantage of technology 
and increase the                      
communication between 
Dino and his fans. The web 
page also offers current 
concert information, and 
the ability to purchase  

merchandise or tickets 
online. 
 With emotional and 
spontaneous piano styling 
and his ability to astound 
audiences with his            
showmanship, Dino moves 
“outside the bounds to 
keep things interesting” 
and fans wholeheartedly 
applaud. Dino strives to 
communicate the love of 
Christ through his music 
reflecting on the scripture, 
“In all your ways acknowl-
edge Him and He will         
direct your 
path.” (Proverbs 3:5-6) It’s 
following this advice that 
Dino credits for delivering 
him to the point he is          
today: a servant of God 
who impacts people’s lives 
through beautiful music 
with a beautiful message.” 
 To help Dino with his 
continued ministry, a love 
offering will be taken. I 
hope you will make plans 
to attend this inspiring  
performance in our “new” 
sanctuary. 
 

Blessings,  
Darin Parker; 
Director or Worship Arts  
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Upcoming August Events 
Youth PraiseFest 
August 6, 2010 
7:00-11:00 p.m. 

The Place 
 

Children’s Clothing            
Give-A-Way 

August 7, 2010 
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Family Life Center 

Upward Basketball  
Registration 

Beginning August 16, 
2010 

Register online at: 
www.icumc.org 

Or at the Information  
Center at the church 

 
 

Dino Kartsonakis 
August 28, 2010 

7:30 p.m. 
Sanctuary 

 
 
 
 
 

Christ Preschool 

September through May Program 
Two or Three mornings per week 

9:30 a.m. to noon 
2 years through 5 years old 

 

Christ Preschool provides kindergarten-readiness curriculum & Christian              
education. 

www.icumc.org 

 

Congratulations to: 

Ryan French and Jennifer Munroe on their marriage on  
June 18, 2010. 



Christ United Methodist Church 
Staff We’re on the Web! 

www.icumc.org *Rev. Chris Williams, Senior Pastor 
*Rev. Michael Costanzo, Evangelism Pastor 

*Rev. Dr. Glen Wiggs, Visitation Pastor 
*Lynn Arnold, Formational Ministries 

*Ryan Langeland, Youth Director 
*Janice Harkins, Assistant Youth Director 
*Britney Short, Assistant Youth Director 

*Kathy Vest, Children’s Ministries 
*Helen Hatridge, Caring Connections Coordinator 

*Elaine Jackson, Organist & Youth Praise Choir Director 
*Mark Lee, Chancel Choir Director 

*Bonnie Wagner & Carla Kincaid, Children’s Choirs 
*Darin Parker, Worship Arts Director 

*John Johnson, Media/Sound Coordinator 
*Amber Dennis, Administrative Secretary 

Cindy Petrie, Business Manager 
*Kathy Moxley & Laura Stagg, Christ Early Learning Center 

& Preschool 
*Peggy Lindsay, Sign Language Interpreter 

Friday, August 6, 2010 
for the Sept. newsletter 

10:00 a.m. 
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